H. N11SiOn Biological Safety Program
Safety, Health, Environment, & Risk Management

UTHealth Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)

Title: Principal Investigator Responsibilities Section: Biological Safety
for the Use of Recombinant or
Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules

IBC Approval Date: February 2016 Revision Date: April 9, 2024

NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleidvidetules
(NIH Guidelines)
RevisedApril 2024

https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/biosafedpe biosecuritypolicy#tab2/

Purpose: The purpose of the NIH Guidelinesto specify practices for constructing and handling
recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molec{f&NA or sNA) and organismsontaining
recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules

Definition: In the context of the NIH Guidelineagcombinant and synthetic nucleic asidlecules

are defined as

1) molecules that are constructed by joining nucleic acid molecules and b) that can replicate in a
living cell (i.e., recombinant nucleic acigs

2) nucleic acid molecules that are chemically or by other means synthesized or amplified, including
those that are chemically or otherwise modified but can base pair with naturally occurring
nucleic acid molecules.€., synthetic nucleic aciyisor

3) molecules that result from the replication of those previously described.

Applicability: As a condition for NIH funding of rDNAand sNAresearch, institutions shall ensure
that such research conducted at or sponsored by the institution, irrespective of the source of funding,
shall comply with the NIH Guidelines

Principal Investigator Responsibilities Forresponsibilities of the Pl please see SectioBtV of
the NIH Guidelines

Experiments Covered by the NIH Guidelines
Section lIFA: Deliberate transfer of drug resistanaemicroorganisms that resultséompromise
of drug use to control disease agents in humang;vatg medicine, or agriculture



Section IIFC;



= Biological Safety Program Main number, 713008170

= National Institutes of Health
Office of Science Policy
Biosafety, Biosecurity, and Emerging Biotechnology Policy Division
https://osp.od.nih.gov/
6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite 750, MSC 7985
Bethesda, MD 20892985
Phone: (301)496838
Fax: (301)4969839

For further information, please contact Environmental Health & Safety 008100 or visit our
website at https://www.uth.edu/safety/biologisafety/index.htm



